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A fond farewell to Mrs. Grossman’s Stickers
from one of their first Retail Partners

SAN FRANCISCO - January 14, 2022 - In 1979, a fortunate printing accident provided Andrea Grossman with an unusual new retail product; rolls of attractive stickers. She took her new product door-to-door in the SF Bay Area, and found some retailers who were willing to support this local small businesswoman with the chance to sell her stickers in their stores. Such is the case for Standard 5&10 Ace in SF’s Laurel Village 42 years ago, when Andrea “Mrs. Grossman” visited Guenther Leopold, then the owner of the long-time SF Variety Store, and showed him her lucky mistake.

An astute retailer, Guenther saw the unique stationery/craft supply as a natural addition to his beloved landmark five-and-dime store in SF’s Laurel Village, and added Mrs. Grossman’s Stickers to the store’s product mix immediately, in 1979. Since then, Standard 5&10 has always carried these locally-made, unique sticker products in many formats, until wholesale deliveries stopped in November 2021.
Over the past 30 years, the store tracked 212,313 Mrs. Grossmans’ sticker products sold since inventory tracking began at Standard 5&10 in 1992. Christmas Stickers have always resulted in the biggest sticker sales holiday at the five-and-dime, outselling even Valentine’s Hearts – but the store also has also seen a very strong year-round sale of Mrs. Grossmans’ Stickers continuing to this day.

A Christmas/Valentine’s order placed in 2021 alerted the buying team to the company’s plans to get out of the wholesale business, and hearts were broken knowing that this long-term retail partnership would soon come to an end.

Standard 5&10 Ace was grateful to share our history with KGO-7 News on the breaking story of Mrs. Grossmans’ impending departure from Petaluma on January 13th, 2022, and sadly has not found a suitable replacement for the increasingly empty sticker rack. Always innovative and still looking for trends after 83 years, the SF Variety Store has already sourced some of the new vinyl stickers beloved by today’s young adults, decorating their PCs, phones, and travel mugs – but these new stickers are for a different purpose, and higher price point because of the material used, than Mrs. Grossman’s stickers.  

“I’m grateful that my father-in-law Guenther took a chance with Mrs. Grossman’s Stickers”, shared Michelle Leopold, the Mom in Laurel Village’s Mom & Pop Variety Store. “Guenther also gave Bic pens a try in 1950 ahead of the disposable ball-point-pen curve, and was known to buy grosses of Hula Hoops from the little start-up SoCal company, Wham-O, when this toy was the rage starting in 1963, 144 swinging happy hips at a time. My husband Jeff learned well from his dad, successfully continuing the 83-year-old family business by taking chances on unknown items including Beanie Babies, Magic the Gathering Trading Cards, Tamagotchi, Furbys, and who knows what will take the place of Mrs. Grossman’s stickers now that we have a little space to try something new in our sticker area.”
Standard 5&10 Ace has been locally-owned and operated by two families in its 83-year-old history; Simon “Kay” Kapstein and his son Bob Kerner, and Guenther Leopold and his son Jeff. Jeff and his wife Michelle took over the day-to-day management of the store upon Guenther’s retirement, and are joined by Troy Welch, another “Pop” and also Grandpop, in the Mom & Pop Store. For more information, visit Standard5n10.com or call 415.751.5767.
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